Letters from W. Micholitz to Frederik Sander
 

001i Micholitz to Sander




On board the “Romulus”, Manila 7th August 1882

Dear Mr. Sander,

I hope you have received the letter I wrote you 5 weeks ago. Although I had intended to travel with the plants to Manila, I respected your wishes and stayed in Surigao, especially since I expected Roxb. and Schr. to arrive at the same time or before Boxall and able to keep the latter under control. Unfortunately I had to learn that Box. departed with his plants to Europe, which I am not happy about. But it should not have any impact on the prices of Phal. St. because, firstly, I have more than twice as many and, secondly, I hope that they will travel better since most of them are making new roots and finally, neither Low nor anyone else have seen these in flower and cannot sell them as Phal. St. since, although I have not seen any of them in flower, I believe that they are hybrids  between schillerianum and the red flowered amabilis, which grows by the river Agusan. 

When I arrived in Surigao, I felt rather anxious. Firstly because of the language. The man, who had been with Boxall before, was with him on this occasion. My man did not understand a word of English. Imagine having to fighting Boxall under these circumstances, someone who knows this country like his back pocket and is friends with the entire world. Also, in Manila I had been told a lot of nonsense about the evil character of the Spanish authorities, the Jesuits and the people in general. Fortunately my experiences did not bear this out. Furthermore, I had been worried about Vanda sanderiana which I thought I had to collect on Mindanao. But in the end, all went quite well. After establishing my headquarters in Surigao and once I knew Boxall’s plans, I embarked on my first excursion up one of the rivers which ends at Surigao. Within half a day I found seven plants of Ph.St. on a mountain that was so steep that one had to climb on all fours. The rocks sharp like needles. The next day I found nothing. So, having promised the native 5 dollars for 600 plants, I immediately returned to Surigao and embarked on another excursion along the south coast, where I found a Phal. but not Stuart. Here, too, no success. Returned and went to Mainit, a large fresh water lake in the middle of Mindanao, 2 day’s journey from Surigao. The route was terrible, up to the knees in dung. I had taken off my boots, my feet were covered in leeches, and incessant rain. Upon arrival I found Box. who did not seem too happy about this; he had been laid up by illness, which prevented him from undertaking longer excursions, and before long I had more Phal. than he. Once the region had been exhausted and the plants appeared to be Phal. Schill., I went to the other side of the Laguna where I found a new Phal, as I wrote you in my last letter, which I believe to be Phal. mannii, further red amabilis and Dendroch. [Dendrochilum] filiforme, but so few of any of them that it was not worth spending more time there. So I returned to Surigao with all my plants, all the while collecting and ordering plants. From here I made a few further excursions. At this point please refer to my earlier letter. 

The second month was much better, first I had learned a lot of Spanish and, second, I had a new man, I had chased away the first one. In this way I saved $100. I undertook much more extensive journeys and have collected, with much work and costs: over 2000 Phal, 2000 Cypriped. and 5000 Dendr. I was unable to wait for a letter from Roeb. [Roebelen] because, in order to bring the plants to England before October, I had to go to Manila on this ship. Before leaving, I ordered 2000 or as many as possible Ph. St.  so that I shall have stock in February; further 2000 Renanth. [Renanthera] St. [storiei], which in any case is unnecessary as it grows 9 to 12 feet before it flowers. First I have to find out where Roeb. is so that I can arrange things. 

The journey from Surigao to Manila takes 9 days and we had bad weather throughout the trip, always storms so that the Phal. suffered a little. I the last point of anchorage there was Cholera, and as soon as we heard about it we immediately left the harbour without taking water on board, which was unpleasant because now I had no water for the Phal. After two days journey we arrived here – I could have gone crazy – we were given 10 days quarantine. All traffic, including letters, was blocked and we had to carry on a further three days without water, at the same time such a terrible wind day after day, I was quite desperate. Finally we received water and today we were told that we would land tomorrow. I must try to send this letter so that it goes to Singapore tomorrow. 

I cannot say anything else until I reach land. If I decide to remain here, I shall need more money. Up to now, I have used approximately £160. Everything is terribly expensive here and and one dollar is worth no more than two Shillings. An excursion to Mindanao is more promising than any other, as the river valley is said to be teeming with Phal.; further the island Samar has been recommended, it is quite large and I know with certainty that no collector has ever been there. Also, it is formed in such a way that I would expect to find Vandaea there, but especially Dendr. on the south coast. I have heard that Boxall is intending to go there. But is that true ? Boxall is a terrible liar, even when it is not necessary. He would have liked to have known where Rimann and Foerstermann are. Unfortunately! I did not know. I believe we have to be very careful here, especially because of the Vanda. In any case, Box. will be back soon. 

I must add that Burke has collected many Renantheras, Box. not a single one. Well enough for today. Another letter will follow which I shall send via Hong Kong. 

I remain with best wishes for your wellbeing, 


yours Wilhelm Micholitz

N.B. There is Cholera in a number of places around here.

Translated by: Maren Talbot
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